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Abstract

In the conditions of sustainable development, special attention is paid to the balanced development of the
territory. In regional studies, the study of the state of depressed settlements has scientific and practical relevance. In
this regard, the conceptual analysis of the concept “depressed region” and “vulnerability of settlements” allows us
to define important parameters for the study. The aim of the article is an empirical analysis of the socio-economic
problems of vulnerable settlements. Based on the literature study, the conceptual bases of depressiveness and social
vulnerability of settlements are highlighted, and the main parameters of its assessment are singled out. The method
of data collection was a questionnaire. As a result of a sociological survey of the population, the sample consisted of
300 respondents from vulnerable areas in East Kazakhstan, Zhambyl, and North Kazakhstan regions. According to
the results of the survey, several socio-economic issues among the settlements can be identified: lack of livelihood,
there is no opportunity for development, poor infrastructure, lack of jobs and opportunities to earn money, poor living
conditions, poor environment, problems with getting vocational education, retraining, etc. According to the survey, it is
important to develop infrastructure. To address the development of depressed and vulnerable settlements, it is necessary
to create transport and social infrastructure: road network, communications, Internet, development of organizational
and economic mechanisms: increasing state support for local businesses, strengthening the role of local authorities,
providing soft loans and subsidies to the population, providing settlements with social facilities, providing grants for
the development of their businesses.

Keywords: Depressed Region, Regional Economy, Social Vulnerability, Vulnerability Framework, Socio-Economic
Development, Territorial Development

For citation: Moldabekova, A.T., Seitkan, G.G., Mussayeva, D.M., & Yessentay, A. (2022). Socio-Economic Problems
of Depressed Settlements of Kazakhstan: an Empirical Analysis. Economics: the Strategy and Practice, 17(3), 124-137,
https://doi.org/10.51176/1997-9967-2022-3-124-137

* Corresponding author: Seitkan G.G. — PhD candidate, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Almaty, Kazakhstan,
87479763742, e-mail: galeka 07 96(@mail.ru

Conflict of interests: the authors declare that there is no conflict of interest.

Financial support. The article was prepared within the framework of the grant funding project of the Ministry of
Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan, “The Impact of Science on the Socio-Economic Development
of Kazakhstan: Methodology, Assessment Models and Development Scenarios” (IRN AP08052745).

The article received: 01.07.2022
The article approved for publication: 17.07.2022
Date of publication: 30.09.2022

124
Ixonomura: cmpamezusa u npakmuxa. T. 17, Ne 3, 2022 / Economics: the Strategy and Practice. Vol. 17. No 3, 2022


https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.51176/1997-9967-2022-3-124-137&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2022-09-30

PETMMOHAJIBHA 1 SKOHOMUKA 1 TEPPUTOPUAJIBHOE PA3BUTHE

Ka3akcTaHHBIH JeNpPecCUBTIK aliMaKTAPBIHBIH JJ1€yMeTTIK-DJKOHOMHKAJIBIK
MaceJesiepi: IMIMPUKAIBIK TAJAAY

MoaaadexoBa A.T. 1, Ceiitkan I'.T'. 2”, Mycaesa /{.M. 1, EcenTaii A. '

! KP FFM FK Dxonomuxa uncmumymsi, [llesuenxo 28, A25K1B0, Anmamuvl, Kazaxcman
2 an-®@apabu ameinoazel Kaz¥y, an-Dapabu, 71, A15E3B4, Aimamul, Kazaxcman

Tyiiin

TypakTel AaMy >KarJaiiblHAa ayMakThIH TEHrepiMIi JaMyblHa epeKile KoHin OeiiHeni. PernoHammbik
3epTTeysepe Koiaichl3 el MeKeHIep/IiH xKal-KyiiH 3epTTeyiH FhUIBIMH KHE MPaKTUKAJIBIK MaHbI3bI 0ap. OckiraH
0allIaHBICTBI «IENPECCHSIIBIK aiMaK, «€J1/1i MEKEHAECPiIH OCAIBIFbD YFBIMAAPBIH TYKbIPBIMAAMAIBIK TAIAAY 3€PTTEY
YWIH MaHBI3/Bl TApAMETPIECP/i aHbIKTayFa MYMKIHAIK Oepeni. MakanaHblH MAaxkcaThl-OCal €Njii MEKCHAEPAIH
QJICyMETTIK-OKOHOMUKAIIBIK  MOCEJICNCPIHIH  OMIIMPUKAIBIK Tanjaybl. OneOMETTepAi 3epTTey Herisinpe  enji
MEKEH/IEP/iH JeNPECCHSCHl MEH IICYMETTIK OCAJIBIFbIHBIH TY)KbIPHIMAAMANIBIK HETi3aepi OoniHin, oHbl OaranaybIH
Heri3ri nmapaMerpiepi aHbIKTanbl. Jlepekrepii jKMHAYy Oficl cayajHama Maparbl OOJIbL. XEUII:IKTLIH QJICYMETTIK
cayaiHamachl HoTrokecinze ipikreme Lbrbic Kazakcran, Kamo6but sxone Contycrik Kasakcran o0ibIcTapbIHBIH Ocai
aynaugapbiHan 300 pecrionfentren Typasl. CayamHama HOTIKeNepi OOMbBIHINA el MeKEHJEep apachiHia OipHele
QJIEYMETTIK-DKOHOMUKAJIBIK MpodsieManap/ipl 0esinm KkepceTyre Oonaapl: eMip CYpy KapaKaThIHBIH OOJMaybl, JaMy
MYMKIHJIKTepiHiH 0oiMaybl, THPPAKYPBUIBIMHBIH HaIIapIIBIFbL, )KYMBIC OPBIHIAPHI MEH aKIia Tady MYMKIHIIKTEpIHiH
00JIMaybl, TYPMbIC JKaFIaibIHbIH HAIIAPJIBIFGI, SKOJOTHSIHBIH HAIIAPJIbIFBl, KOCIITIK OiTiM aiy, KallTa gaspiay
npooemanapsl xoue T. 0. Kyiizemicke yibIparaH koHe ocall eIl MeKSHIEP/Ii JaMbITy MQCGHCHCpiH eIy YIIiH KOJiK
JKOHE QMCYMETTIK MH(PAKYPbUIBIMABL KOJI KENiCiH, OailIaHbICTBI, I/IHTepHeTT1 AAMBITY, YHBIM/BIK-3KOHOMHKAJIBIK
TeTlKTCp,I[l A@MBITY: JKEPIUTIKTI OM3HECTI MEMJIEKETTIK KOJIAy/Abl YIFANTY, JKEPriTIKTI GHIIK OpraHfapbIHbIH POliH
KYLICUTY, XaJbIKKa YXEHULIIKTI KpeaurTep MeH cyOcuausuiap Oepy, Enjl MexeHaepii oJIeyMerTiK MeKeMellepMeH
KaMTaMachI3 €Ty, 63 OU3HECIH JITaMBITYFa IpaHTTap Oepy KaxeT.

Tytiin co30ep: HNENpecCUsIBIK aliMaK, aWMaKTBIK SKOHOMHKA, OJEYMETTIK OCAIIBIK, OCAIIBIK IIeHOepi,
QJICYMETTiIK-9)KOHOMHUKAIBIK JITaMy, ayMaKTBIK JaMy
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AHHOTaNUA

B ycrnoBusix ycTOHYMBOrO pasBUTHsL 0COOOC BHHUMAHHE YIACTSCTCS K COATaHCHPOBAHHOMY Pa3BHUTHIO
TEPPUTOPHU. B pEruoHaNnbHBIX HCCICNOBAHHMAX HM3YyYCHHE COCTOSIHHS HEOJIarornoTy4YHBIX HACENICHHBIX ITyHKTOB
MMEeT HAay4HYIO M MPaKTHYECKYI0 3HAYNMOCTh. B CBSI3M ¢ 9TUM, KOHIENTYaIbHbIH aHAIN3 HOHSATHS «JICTPECCUBHBIN
PETHOHY», «YSI3BUMOCTB MOCETCHUID MO3BOISIET OMPEICTUTh BaKHBIC MapaMeTphbl s MPOBEACHHUS HCCICIOBAHHUSL.
Llenblo cratbyl  SBISICTCS SMITUPHYCCKUN aHATIN3 COLMABHO-DKOHOMHYECKUX MPOOJeM yS3BHMBIX MoceieHuil. Ha
OCHOBE M3y4YEHHS JIMTEpaTypbl BBIACIEHbI KOHLENTYaJIbHbIE OCHOBBI JCTPECCHBHOCTH M COLMAIBHON YS3BUMOCTH
TOCEJICHUI U BBIJICJICHBI OCHOBHBIE TapameTpsl ee oneHkH. The method of data collection was a questionnaire. B
pe3yJbTaTe COLMOJIOTHYECKOro Orpoca HaceneHus BeIOOp coctost n3 300 pecroHACHTOB W3 YS3BUMBIX PaiiOHOB
Bocrouno- Kazaxcranckoi, XXamoObuickoir u CeBepo-Kaszaxcranckoii obmacreii. [lo pesynbpratam orpoca MOXKHO
BBIICITUTh HECKOJBKO COLMATBbHO-)KOHOMHYECKUX MPOONEM Cped HACETICHHBIX MYyHKTOB: OTCYTCTBHE CPEICTB
K CYIICCTBOBAaHMIO, HET BO3MOXKHOCTH JUISl Pa3BUTHsL, IUIOXas HMH(PAcTpyKTypa, OTCYTCTBHE pabdOYMX MeECT H
BO3MOXKHOCTH 3apab0TaTh, INIOXUE YCIOBHUS )KU3HH, TUI0XAs IKOJIOTHUSL, TPOOIIEMBI C MOJIy4eHHEM POEeCCHOHAIBLHOTO
00pa3oBaHus, MEPEMOATOTOBKH U T.A. J{Jisl pelieHus BOIMPOCOB Pa3BUTHS JICHPECCUBHBIX M YA3BHMBIX HACEICHHBIX
MIYHKTOB HEOOXOJMMO pa3BUTHE TPAHCIIOPTHOH U COLMAIBLHON HH(PACTPYKTYPBI: TOPOKHOH CETH, CBSA3H, HHTSPHETA,
pa3BUTHE OPraHU3ALMOHHO-DKOHOMHYECKHX MEXaHM3MOB: YBEIMYCHHE TIOCYAapCTBEHHOH IOAIEP)KKH MECTHOIO
Ou3Heca, YCHICHHE POJIM MECTHBIX OPraHOB BIIACTH, TPEIOCTABICHHE HACEICHHIO JBIOTHBIX KPEIUTOB U CyOCHIHIA,
obecrieyeHne HACEICHHBIX MYHKTOB COLMATBHBIMH YYPSKICHUSAMH, NPEIOCTABICHHE IPAHTOB HA Pa3BHTHE CBOETO
Om3Heca.

Knrouegvle crosa: nempecCHBHBIA PETHOH, PETHOHAJbHAs AIKOHOMHKA, COIHMANBHAS YA3BUMOCTh, PaMKH
YSI3BUMOCTH, COIIMATBHO-I)KOHOMUYECKOE PAa3BUTHE, TEPPUTOPUATEHOE Pa3BUTHE
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Introduction

The concept “depressed region” has different
definitions by various authors. There is no clear
definition of “depressed region”. Shtulberg defined
the term depressed region as a specific territory
with above-average economic potential, industrial
production in the economic structure, a high level
of qualified specialists, high rates of decline in
the economy of basic industries, below average
investment activity, unemployment, low levels
of real income of the region compared to the
national average and low levels of budgetary
security (Shtulberg, 1997). According to such
authors as Seliverstov, Bandman, and Guzner, a
depressive region is a developed region that has
lost its position as a leader today (Seliverstov
et al.,1996). Yakovenko believes that depressive
regions are considered to be special typological
groups with signs of entering the phase of socio-
economic instability, and a decline in the steps
of cyclical rhythm (Yakovenko, 2013). Asmus
defined the concept “depressed region” - the
subjects with infrastructural, human, scientific,
technical, climatic potential, the growth rate
dynamics of the leading indicators of which have
been reduced by the established standard for the
last five years (Asmus, 2008). The following
indicators of the definition of a depressive region
were identified: growth rate, budget sufficiency,
income per capita, investment attractiveness,
employment of the population, personal income,
and indicators of production growth rates.
According to the definition given by the scientists,
Surkova and Shusharina depressive region is the
territory in which the resource and production
base has entered the stage of steady decline
while excluding the emergence of subsequent
development incentives (Surkova & Shusharina,
2009). Balakrishna defined a “depressive region”
as a problem region characterized by crisis
processes, low economic activity, a decrease in the
population’s quality and standard of living, and a
reduction of production volumes in traditionally
specialized industries (Holodkova et al., 2020). In
depressed regions, there are not enough sources to
revive the depressive conditions, either there are
no resources at all.

However, depressed regions, according to
scientists, have a significant share of industry, a
significant number of specialists, and accumulated
economic potential. Scientist A.G. Granberg most
accurately defined the essence of the concept of
“depressed region” (Granberg, 2003). Scientists
believe the regions have different problems and
combinations, such as social, economic, financial,
and others. Problem regions are divided into
two types: depressed and backward regions.

The distinction between backward regions lies
in the fact that depressed regions took a leading
position in the branches of the state economy in
the past. In contrast, backward regions had the
same values of socio-economic indicators. By
the coincidence of various circumstances and
times, developed regions have lost their former
importance and become depressed. The foreign
experience of depressed regions is the reason for
their emergence, which can include a small degree
of uneven development of economic sectors and
industrial diversification (Sankovets, 2011).

According to the Resolution of the
Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated
December 7, 2001, No. 1598, “On the Concept of
Regional Policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan”
the following criteria were defined: depletion or
lack of resource base; underdeveloped production
infrastructures; not very favorable environmental
conditions; a volume of industrial production per
capita below 20% of the average republican value;
the unemployment rate for the last three years
above the average republican indicators by 50%
and others. When studying the issue of “depressed
regions” of Kazakhstan, it is necessary to divide
these regions into two categories. An example of
the first category of depressed areas is the Aral Sea
region; that is, these are regions in which there
is an increase of negative aspects in employment,
ecology, demography, and others. The second
category includes settlements, which are the
point of depressive growing tension on the map
of the republic region. Zhangeldy and Amangeldy
regions, famous for their cattle-breeding activities,
have recently been in crisis.

In Kazakhstan, on September 5, 2003, a
program for developing small towns was drawn up
with Resolution No. 903 “On the Action Plan
to Implement the Program of the Government
of the Republic of Kazakhstan”. To find out the
actual situation in depressed and vulnerable
settlements as part of the assignment, a sociological
survey was conducted among the population of
villages and cities of the regions of Kazakhstan
(the example of East Kazakhstan, Zhambyl, and
North Kazakhstan regions). Respondents from
depressed and vulnerable areas were selected for
the analysis. Based on the analytical review of
the literature, it was concluded that social surveys
are a more concrete way to identify the state of a
depressed region because it is the population that
is the primary evaluator. The aim of the article
is an empirical analysis of the socio-economic
problems of vulnerable settlements. A survey
was conducted among vulnerable areas in East
Kazakhstan, Zhambyl, and North Kazakhstan
regions.
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Literature review

Economic development of depressed regions
is critically important because if the depressed
state of the area is not adequately prevented, it poses
a threat to regional differentiation. Therefore, the
acceleration of regional development processes
and innovations in depressed regions leads first to
improving the quality of life of the people living
in the region. Boschma and Lamba considered the
evolution of the old industrial regions based on
interactive learning (Boschma & Lambooy, 1999).
Shin and Hassink analyzed the restructuring of
old industrial areas (Hassink & Shin, 2005). Such
scholars as Steiner, Iking, Tsipouri, McGahey,
and Vey have investigated the formation of
old industrial regions (Steiner, 1985; Iking,
2004; Tsipouri, 2005; McGahey & Vey, 2008).
Birch, MacKinnon, and Cumbers considered the
experience, condition, and problems of old
industrial regions of Western Europe (Birch
et al., 2010). In the works of Kazakh scientist
Sultanova, the economic development features of
Kazakhstan’s regions and the state measures taken
are considered (Sultanova, 2020).

Vulnerability is a complex terminology that
includes both socio-economic determinants and
physical determinants that affect the susceptibility of
a particular territory (Adger, 2006). The definition
of “vulnerability” varies across disciplines, from
psychology to economics. In general, the concept of
“vulnerability” is defined as susceptibility to harm
(Fissel & Klein, 2006). Also, “vulnerability” is
interpreted as the interaction between sensitivity,
adaptive capacity, and exposure (Abson, 2012).
Sensitivity is considered a system subject to the
influence of stressors, exposure is studied as
a system susceptible to external pressure, and
adaptive capacity is characterized as the ability
to adapt and cope with the changes available
(Eakin & Amy, 2008). Social vulnerability is
considered economical and social aspects, focusing
on understanding vulnerability (Birkmann et al.,
2013). Social vulnerability is considered to locate a
particular society’s threat and identify vulnerability
(Ribot, 2014). According to scholars, different
dimensions influence approaches to studying
social vulnerability (Nguyen et al., 2017; Fiissel
& Klein, 2006). Researchers have identified the
following dimensions in conceptualizations of
vulnerability:

1) the domain of knowledge that distinguishes
socioeconomic  vulnerability ~ from  physical
vulnerability;

2) the domain is divided into external
(environment, topography, sea level rise) and
internal factors (education, household income,
social networks);

128

3) spatial scale (SVI studies are conducted
at the international level (Abson, 2012), at
th e national level (Ribot, 2014), at the local level
(Nguyen et al., 2017);

4) data sources (use of secondary data).

Let us distinguish the factors influencing
social  vulnerability:  infrastructure  density,
intensive and expansive land use, inequality
(social status), many regional residents, and
inequality (socio-economic status). The most
well-known classification of factors forming
social vulnerability is considered and proposed
by Hallisey (Flanagan et al., 2011). According
to this classification, four main areas should be
distinguished. The classification is presented in
figure 1.

Socio-economic status

G J
X
( A

Language status and minorities

\

G J
Vs

Domestic and demographic
characteristics

\

Infrastructure and housing

\

Figure 1 - Classification of factors forming social
vulnerability Note - compiled by the author from the
source (Flanagan et al., 2011).

The structure and population size distribution
characterize the demographic domain. For
example, it includes gender, age, family
composition, and housing. This domain uses
economic factors to identify socio-economic
indicators (Wu et al., 2002). The socio-economic
environment is characterized by measuring the
financial positions of specific groups of people
and individuals. Indicators such as employment,
poverty, per capita income, and education are
measured here (Flanagan et al., 2011).

The infrastructure and housing domain
includes the following indicators: electricity, water
supply, percentage of mobile homes, and crowding
rate (Tierney, 2006). The quality of infrastructure
and housing are the main factors in assessing social
vulnerability. Infrastructure and housing are more
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related to the wealth of homeowners. Consequently,
the housing of vulnerable populations is, in
many cases, mobile homes or poorly constructed,
vulnerable to physical threats.

Methods and data

The study used a quantitative research
method, which allows us to estimate the prevalence
and magnitude of the studied parameters. A
questionnaire is the method of data collection
for quantitative research. The goal of quantitative
studies is to precisely capture details of the empirical
social world and express what we find in numbers
(Djamba & Neuman, 2002).

The data collection method is a questionnaire,
which allows you to collect primary data. As a
result of a sociological survey of the population,
the sample consisted of 300 respondents from

vulnerable areas in East Kazakhstan, Zhambyl,
and North Kazakhstan regions. The choice of
these regions is generalized because, according
to the statistical analysis results, depressed arecas
were identified precisely in these regions (Kireyeva
et al.,, 2022). In this regard, special attention is
paid to studying the socio-economic problems of
depressive targeted prescriptions. For the temporal
representativeness of the sample, a target quota
was formed considering the gender categories of
the population, and the total sample was distributed
according to this proportion. Socio-demographic
characteristics describing the sample are presented
in Table 1. The data show that the survey covered
various groups of people according to several
characteristics (socio-demographic): age, gender,
marital status, and level of education regions of
Kazakhstan.

Table 1- Socio-demographic characteristics of respondents, N=300

Questions Total %
Gender men 47,5
women 52,5
Age 18-29 years old 12,1
30-45 years old 46,6
46-55 years old 30,7
56-65 years old 10,7
The level of education | No education, primary 1,4
Partial secondary (basic) 2,8
Secondary general, vocational school 3.4
Secondary specialized (technical school, college, college, etc.) |15,5
Incomplete Higher 4,8
Higher (including bachelor’s and master’s degrees) 72,1
How many children are |1-2 56,7
in your family? 32 39.6
5 or more 3,6
Specify your region East Kazakhstan 33,8
North Kazakhstan 32,1
Zhambyl 34,1

Note — compiled by authors

The distribution of respondents by financial
situation, presented in Table 12 of households,
indicates that the survey covered the population
with different financial conditions: both with a
difficult financial situation, with an average financial
situation, and without financial difficulties.

It is noted that a large number of the resident
population is experiencing financial difficulties
(56.5%).
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Table 2 - Distribution of respondents according to the financial situation of the household

Answer options %
Can afford food, clothes are difficult to buy 25,5
It would be difficult to buy a TV, refrigerator or washing machine now 22,4
Our earnings are enough for everything, except for such expensive acquisitions as an apartment/house 18,3
There is enough money for large household appliances, but we could not buy a new car 11,4
Refusal to answer 10
Not even enough money for food 8,6
We do not experience any financial difficulties. If necessary, could buy an apartment/house 3,8

Note — compiled by authors

Thus, according to the target sample, a survey
was conducted among residents of vulnerable
areas in East Kazakhstan, Zhambyl, and North
Kazakhstan regions. The data were processed
using the SPSS25.

Agriculture
Public sector (akimat, school, hospital)
Trade

Industry

Services (e.g. digital, transportation,
tailoring, etc.)

Other 1,0

Results

In territories with signs of wvulnerability
and depressiveness, the respondents stated that
agriculture is the predominant industry in their
settlements (42,1%). The public sector (akimat,
school, hospital) (30.0%) and trade (17.9%) are
also primary sectors. Only 5.5% of the respondents
chose the option “industry” (Figure 2).

42,1
30,0
17,9

5,5

3,4

Figure 2 - Distribution of answers to the question “Which industry or area of activity is predominant in your city
or village?”, %

Note — compiled by authors

On the whole, it can be noted that in the
majority of studied settlements, primary sources of
income of a family are state payments, allowances,
pension (43.2%), public service (15.1%), subsidiary
farming (12.3%), and individual entrepreneurship
(8.0%).
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Figure 3 shows the distribution of respondents’
answers to the question “What are the main
problems of your family?”.
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Lack of livelihood

No room for development

Bad infrastructure
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Lack of opportunity to earn

Poor living conditions
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Problems with obtaining vocational...
Other 0,9

0,0

20,9
18,1
14,7
13,2
11,7
8.8
6,2

5,5

5,0

10,0 15,0 20,0 25,0

Figure 3 - Distribution of answers to the question “What are the main problems of your family?”, %

Note — compiled by authors

According to the survey results, several
of the most acute unresolved socio-economic
issues among the settlements can be identified.
Thus, respondents from each group of settlements
identified a material problem in the family - “lack
of livelihood” - 20.9%. Further, the next group of
respondents noted that “there is no opportunity for
development” in their settlements “ - 28.4%.

As can be seen from the results obtained, some
respondents noted unresolved socio-economic
and infrastructural problems in settlements. In
particular, poor infrastructure (14.7%), lack of
jobs (11.7%) and opportunities to earn money

Low wages

Bad roads

Lack of jobs

Bad connection, no internet
housing problems

Environmental problems

Lack of places in preschool and school
institutions

Other

(11.7%), poor living conditions (8.8%), poor
environment (6.2%), problems with obtaining
vocational education, retraining (5.5%). In a
more detailed examination of the answers, some
respondents identified other unresolved issues:
the availability of loans, lack of housing, lack
of money, health problems, and some subsidiary
farms having problems with heating and drinking
water.

Another important evaluation indicator is a
public opinion survey about significant problems
of a city or village. Figure 4 shows the distribution
of respondents’ answers to the question “What are
the main problems of your city or village?”

30,4
21,4
18,0
10,6

5,5

2,4

0,6

s

Figure 4 - Distribution of answers to the question “What are the main problems of your city or village?”, %

Note — compiled by authors
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The results of conducted research prove that
salary in most settlements in North Kazakhstan
region, East Kazakhstan region and Zhambyl
Region remains a severe problem, and a specific
part of the population is dissatisfied with their
financial situation. The majority of respondents
o the question “What are the main problems of
your city or village?” pointed out “low wages” -
30.4%, in the second place - “bad roads” - 21.4%,
in the third place - “lack of jobs “- 18.0%, on the
fourth - “bad connection, lack of Internet” - 11.1%,
on the fifth - “problems with housing” -10.6%.
Accordingly, social and economic tension are key

Lack of production and effective jobs

High unemployment

Weak development of small business

Remoteness from transport hubs, poor
development of roads and other
communications

Lack of pasture and arable land

Other @ 03

reasons remain unemployment and poverty. Issues
surrounding ecological problems- 5,5%, shortage
of places in preschools and schools -2,4% are
relevant to respondents to a less degree. It is also
noteworthy that some respondents outlined a set of
other problems - lack of public water supply, poor
quality of medicine, and lack of Kazakh schools.

The further significant direction of the
research is public opinion assessment on the degree
of poverty of their settlement. Figure 5 there is
presented a distribution of answers of respondents
to the question “In your opinion, what is the
reason for the high level of poverty in your city
or village?”

354

26,2

16,5

Figure 5 - Distribution of answers to the question “In your opinion, what is the reason for the high level of poverty
in your city or village?”, %

Note — compiled by authors

One of the critical problems of many
depressed settlements is the analysis of the
level of population migration. Figure 6 shows
the distribution of respondents’ answers to the
question, “In your opinion, what are the reasons
for the high level of migration from your locality?”.

Based on the results of the analysis of
respondents’ answers, it was revealed that the
main reasons for the high level of migration from
depressed and vulnerable settlements are: job
search (41.5%), low level of living comfort (lack
of gas supply, central heating, etc.) (23.6 %), lack
of necessary social (educational and healthcare
institutions) and transport infrastructure (16.2%).
Also, essential problems include the following
environmental issues: environmental degradation
(6.3%), low access to drinking water (5.2%), man-
made environmental disturbances, and others
(3.7%).

132

In the responses to the question about the
level of poverty of the population, the absence
of industries and practical jobs (35.4%) stand
out by a wide margin. This is followed by a high
unemployment rate (26.2%) and weak small
business development (16.5%). It is seen that for
settlements, especially rural areas, the problems of
remoteness from transport hubs, poor development
of roads and other communications (11.6%), and
lack of pasture and arable land (10.1%) are also
relevant.
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Job search

Low level of living comfort (lack of
gasification, central heating, etc.)

Lack of necessary social (educational and
healthcare institutions) and transport
infrastructure

Environmental degradation

Low access to drinking water

Technogenic environmental disturbances and
others

Other

41,5

23,6

16,2

6,3

5,2

3,7

35

Figure 6 - Distribution of answers to the question “In your opinion, what are the reasons for the high level of
migration from your locality?”, %

Note — compiled by authors

Based on the population survey in
the settlements, it is important to develop
infrastructure and solve the social problems of
the population. According to the results of the
analysis of the answers it was revealed
that for active development of depressive and
vulnerable settlements, first of all, it is important
to develop infrastructure — development of road
network, communication routes, the Internet, and
secondly, the development of organizational and

Development of the road network,
communications, the Internet

Increase government support for local
businesses

Strengthen the role of local government
Concessional lending and subsidies

Provide the locality with social institutions

Providing grants for the development of
your business, business

Organize courses to train the population in
business skills, crafts, etc.

Other

economic mechanisms to increase state support
for local businesses, strengthen the role of
local self-government, granting the population
preferential crediting and subsidizing. In addition,
vital importance is given to the following
measures: settlement provision with social welfare
institutions, providing grants for the development
of their own business, organizing courses to
teach the population business skills, crafts, etc.

17,0
16,9
16,0
15,9
11,0
11,0
10,0

Figure 7 - Distribution of answers to the question “In your opinion, what measures should be taken to develop
your city, or village actively?”, %

Note — compiled by authors
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Conclusions

The analysis of the results shows that
the level of development of settlements is not
satisfactory for residents. Ultimately, the primary
focus of the population concern is on socio-
economic problems, low level of development
of transport, and social infrastructure in cities and
villages.

Thus, a sociological survey of residents of
settlements in the regions of Kazakhstan (North
Kazakhstan, East Kazakhstan, Zhambyl Region)
made it possible to draw the following conclusions:
in settlements with signs of vulnerability and
depression, the predominant industry and areas of
activity are agriculture, the public sector (akimat,
school, hospital). Family members are partly
provided with the jobs, and the majority of
the population have financial issues; material
problems - low wages, lack of livelihood, lack
of development opportunities, lack of jobs,
difficulties with obtaining education, opportunities
to earn money, retraining are among significant
socio-economic problems of the inhabitants of
the settlements of the regions. The population
has issues with loans, housing problems, lack
of money, health problems, and problems with
heating and drinking water as well.

Primary infrastructural and environmental
problems of depressive and  vulnerable
settlements are poor roads, poor communication,
lack of Internet, housing problems, poor living
conditions, environmental problems, drinking
water quality, and lack of places in preschool and
school institutions.

The outflow of the population from depressive
and vulnerable settlements to more prosperous
villages and cities is affected by the following
reasons: job search, low level of living comfort
(lack of gas supply, central heating, etc., lack of
the necessary social (educational and healthcare
institutions) ~ and  transport  infrastructure,
deterioration environmental situation, low level
of access to drinking water, technology-related
environmental disturbances and more.

Thus, considering the survey results among
people in vulnerable and depressed regions
(East-Kazakhstan, North-Kazakhstan, Zhambyl),
the following negative aspects were identified:
the presence of socio-economic problems, a
weak level of infrastructure, and environmental
development. To solve the issues of formation
and development of vulnerable and depressed
areas, it is essential to promote transport and
social infrastructure. Since the development of
the road network, communication routes, and the
Internet, the development of organizational and
economic mechanisms can contribute to improving
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regional policy to overcome the depopulation of
strategically important settlements in Kazakhstan.
Moreover,asa set of measures, it is suggested: to
direct efforts towards the formation of institutions
for the development of dying settlements, which
should be provided with a group of measures,
retraining of the population; support of the people
through the development of small businesses;
it is necessary to direct efforts to create a new
high-tech environment in single-industry towns
and small towns to be more actively involved in
solving the problem of employment
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